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Arab American business community through
its networking and development efforts. The
Chamber facilitates delegations between
Michigan and U.S.-based companies and
those in the Middle East. It also provides infor-
mation and resources regarding opportunities
in the Middle Eastern market. As the largest
Arab American business organization in the
United States, the Arab American Chamber of
Commerce has attracted numerous corporate
sponsors in its effort to build economic bridges
between different cultures.

The Commerce’s activities have not only led
to increased business opportunities among
companies in the Arab American community,
but its efforts to promote greater economic ties
have also improved intercultural dialogue be-
tween the Arab American community and its
partners. It is great to see the positive impact
the Chamber has had in building bridges and
promoting greater cultural understanding be-
tween Arab American businesses and the
community at large. It is my hope that the or-
ganization continues to play a leadership role
in creating lasting bonds between different cul-
tures and communities.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
today in recognizing the Arab American
Chamber of Commerce for its economic and
trade development efforts. The Chamber has
served the Michigan community well and is
committed to work toward success moving
forward.

——————

CONGRATULATING EL COMERCIO
DE COLORADO

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate EI Comercio de Colorado on their
award-winning editorial excellence.

El Comercio de Colorado is a bilingual
newspaper which has served Colorado and
the Denver area since 1999 with articles about
international, national and local news topics of
importance to our community. EI Comercio de
Colorado has embodied leadership in the His-
panic printed media industry. In recognition of
their quality publications, the National Associa-
tion of Hispanic Publications (NAHP) has pre-
sented El Comercio de Colorado with four
Gold José Marti Publishing Awards.

El Comercio de Colorado was noted as hav-
ing the number one Classified Ads section in
the nation during the 34th edition of the José
Marti Publishing Awards. For industry leading
distinction, the sports section was awarded
two gold awards for content and design, as
well as cartoonist Angonoa, whom received
gold for outstanding work. EI Comercio de
Colorado’s also received honorable mentions
for editorial content, photography, illustrations
and design.

| would like to congratulate President
Manuel Tejada and Editor Eva Tejada, as well
as the entire staff at EI Comercio de Colorado
on a job well done. These awards show El
Comercio de Colorado’s unwavering commit-
ment to quality publications and the Hispanic
printed media community.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

TRIBUTE TO LINDA AND NEIL
GOOS

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 17, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Linda and
Neil Goos of Glenwood, lowa, on the very
special occasion of their 50th wedding anni-
versary. They were married on August 7, 1966
at First Christian Church in Glenwood.

Linda and Neil's lifelong commitment to
each other, their children, and their grand-
children truly embodies our lowa values. As
they reflect on their 50th anniversary, may
their commitment grow even stronger, as they
continue to love, cherish, and honor one an-
other for years to come.

Mr. Speaker, | commend this great couple
on their 50th year together and | wish them
many more. | ask that my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives join
me in congratulating them on this momentous
occasion.

—————

DR. CONNIE ALMEIDA WINS MEN-
TAL HEALTH PROFESSIONAL OF
THE YEAR AWARD

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 17, 2016

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Dr. Connie Almeida of Fort Bend
County, TX for being awarded the Mental
Health Professional of the Year Award by the
Texas Crisis Intervention Team.

As Fort Bend County’s Behavioral Health
Director, Dr. Almeida received this award
thanks to her significant strides in working with
local law enforcement to improve responses to
the mental health community. She’s been con-
sistently working to improve the way Fort
Bend County responds to mental health crises
and issues by speaking with the government,
community groups, mental health providers,
law enforcement and the courts. Her goal is to
improve the conditions for those with mental
illness and addictions that come into contact
with Fort Bend County courts.

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again
to Dr. Connie Almeida for receiving the Mental
Health Professional of the Year Award. We
are very thankful for all her hard work to
progress the services and systems for those
with mental illnesses.

—————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE TAYLOR
CONSERVATORY FOUNDATION
AND THE SUCCESS OF ITS 10TH
ANNUAL SWEET HARVEST GALA

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL
OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, November 17, 2016
Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to

recognize the Taylor Conservatory Foundation
for its conservation initiatives in Southeast
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Michigan. The organization has contributed to
a more sustainable and livable southeast
Michigan that benefits both residents and visi-
tors.

The Taylor Conservatory Foundation was in-
corporated in 2005 to protect and preserve the
natural environment and promote the arts and
sciences while creating more sustainable pub-
lic spaces. Since its inception, the organization
has maintained the Taylor Conservatory and
Botanical Gardens, a park containing a garden
that is open to the public. The Taylor Conser-
vancy Foundation also promotes community
garden development and sponsors educational
programs to raise awareness about the effects
and importance of conservation on the envi-
ronment. In addition, the foundation hosts a
variety of community events, including a sum-
mertime Music & Arts in the Gardens series to
promote community development while fur-
thering the organization’s sustainability goals.

Michigan’s environmental heritage is funda-
mental to its identity and economic health, and
it is critical that we continue to safeguard it for
future generations. The Taylor Conservancy
Foundation, through its conservation work and
efforts to raise public awareness of environ-
mental issues, has played an important role in
protecting the environment and public spaces
in the State of Michigan. Its efforts have been
critical to providing education about environ-
mental issues and ensuring that southeast
Michigan residents remain well-informed about
the social, educational and environmental
needs of our country. The growth and devel-
opment of the Taylor Conservancy Foundation
is a testament to the positive impact the group
has had on the wider Michigan community,
and it is my hope that it continues to further
its mission of upholding conservation and sus-
tainability of the environment in Michigan.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
today in recognizing the growth and success
of the Taylor Conservancy Foundation. The
organization continues to play a leading role in

addressing environmental conservation
through its initiatives.
——
HONORING SERGEANT FRANK
THOMPSON
HON. JOHN R. CARTER
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, November 17, 2016

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Sergeant Frank Thompson, for
his dedication and service to our country. SGT
Thompson’s extraordinary commitment to
community and service reflects the best val-
ues of Central Texas. He is a fitting recipient
of a Congressional Veterans Commendation.

SGT Thompson was born in the small town
of Troy, Texas, where he later attended A&M
University. At the start of World War 1l, SGT
Thompson left college to serve his country in
the U.S. Army. In July 1943, SGT Thompson
served in the South Pacific with H. Co, 172nd
Infantry 43rd Division. His unit received five
Distinguished Unit Citations, and for his serv-
ice, SGT Thompson received the Asiatic-Pa-
cific Medal with 3 Bronze stars, the Philippine
Liberation Medal with 1 Bronze star, the Com-
bat Infantry badge, and the Good Conduct
Medal.

SGT Thompson is a highly respected citizen
involved in a number of different organiza-
tions, which exemplifies his commitment to
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